126                            THE FIRST SHOTS.

"Fourth Brigade, composed of the Seventy-second Ohio,
Colonel Buckland; Forty-eighth Ohio, Colonel Sullivan;
and Seventieth Ohio, Colonel Cockerill, on the right of
the Corinth road, its left resting on Shiloh meeting-house,

"Two batteries of artillery, Taylor's and Waterhouse's,
were posted, the former at Shiloh, and the latter on a ridge
to the left, with a front fire over open ground between
Mungen's and Appier's Regiments. The calvary, eight
companies of the Fourth Illinois, under Colonel Dickey,
were posted in a large open field to the left and rear of
Shiloh meeting-house, which I regarded as the centre of my
position. Shortly after seven A. M., with my entire staff,
I rode along a portion of our front, and when in the open
field before Appier's Regiment, the enemy's pickets opened
a brisk fire on my party, killing my orderly, Thomas D,
Holliday, of company H, Second Illinois Cavalry.

The fire came from the bushes which line a small stream
which rises in the field in front of Appier's camp, and flows
to the north along my whole front, This valley afforded
the enemy cover, but our men were so posted as to have a
good fire at him as he crossed the valley and ascended the
rising ground on our side,

"About eight A. M. I saw the glistening bayonets of
heavy masses of infantry to our left front, in the woods be-
yond the small stream alluded to, and became satisfied for
the first time that the enemy designed a determined at-
tack on our whole camp. All the regiments of my division
were then in line of battle, at their proper posts. I rode
to Colonel Appier, and ordered him to hold his ground at
all hazards, as he held the left flank of our first line of bat-
tle, and I informed him that he had a good battery on his
right and strong support in his rear. General McCIer-
nand had promptly and energetically responded to my re*oss the brow of in theime Sherman
